
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To: All District Staff Members: 

From: Dr. Duane R. Meighan, Superintendent of Schools 

Date: August 10, 2020 

Re: Welcome Back to School  

The beginning of the school year is always an exciting time. I hope that everyone had a great summer and an 
opportunity to rest, relax, and reflect as we continue to navigate this pandemic and new norms. It is hard to believe 
that the 1st day of instruction is just around the corner. Since my appointment as your new superintendent in April, I 
have been working closely with staff and year-round employees as we, District 160, continues to prepare for the 
opening of the school year. I would like to personally thank them for all of their work and collaborative spirit.  

As you may know, I recommended to our Board of Education at the July 30th Special Board Meeting that we should 
begin our school year fully remote. This is such a unique time to be working with children and to be an educator.  
This will be the first time that I recall ever discussing and moving forward with distance learning.  This summer has 
been full of conversations, planning, and creating a different vision for how education may best serve our students 
during distance learning and digital communication.  We will continue to monitor, assess, and adjust based on data 
and the quarters will be targets to possibly move to a Hybrid model.  I wish to acknowledge the concern for our 
students, teachers and all staff members as we work through the start of this school year.  I see great opportunities 
ahead for learning and teaching differently.  However, I want to acknowledge that change can be difficult and may 
create anxieties and worries.  I assure all that we are all in this together, and we will find new and creative ways to 
serve our students and their educational needs.    

In our efforts to meet the needs of our students, I have also recommended the appointment of five new administrators 
at the 6/4 Special Board Meeting. Please welcome Pamela Powell, Director of Curriculum and Instruction, David 
Mekhiel, Director of Student Services, Phillip Bazille, Assistant Principal at Meadowview, Tara Frazier, Assistant 
Principal at Sykuta, and Terrance Allen, Assistant Principal at Southwood. I am very excited to have these innovative 
new administrators on board to help us move the district forward on behalf of student learning. I firmly believe that 
CCH 160 can, and will emerge as one of the highest performing school systems in this region and that all of our 
students can learn at a high level. This concept will be infused into Destination 2025, once our strategic planning 
begins in earnest within this school year.  

All staff will be expected to report to their buildings for the academic school year. The name of our remote learning 
plan is Elevated Live Stream Education, an innovative pedagogical approach to engage students via virtual platform. I 
would like to thank members of the reopening of the school's task force for their work of building out our Hybrid 
Model. This work will continue over the course of the academic school year as we look at the Hybrid option as a next 
step based on data collected, and the monitoring of the COVID-19 virus.  We will follow CDC guidelines, and other 
recommendations from both the Federal and State organizations as we work to bring our district back on line.  It is my 
hope to return to in person learning as quickly as possible as this model is the best for our student’s educational 
needs.  But I do not wish to compromise the safety of students or staff, and will continue to follow guidance from 
health and safety professionals as we move forward.    
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Lastly, there are many pockets of excellence within the CCH 160 school system which we will continue to improve 
and build upon.  We will be identifying and planning on beat approaches to focus our talents on those areas that are 
in need of improvement, and center our attention on emerging and future focused, progressive instructional systems 
that prepare our students to be both college and career ready as well as prepare them to be globally competitive 
through the lens of educational equity.  

Again, I am extremely excited to embark on the 2020-21 academic school year! I am certain that this school year will 
not be the same as any other we have experienced before, but we will continue to commit to focused, rigorous, and 
meaningful learning opportunities for all students in our efforts to ensure that they are being engaged via virtual 
learning platforms at this time.  We will also ensure that there is ongoing, regular and relevant professional learning 
for staff and parents. I am looking forward to a year filled with learning, growth, and high academic achievement for 
every student. Enjoy the remainder of your break, and I look forward to meeting all staff.  

Sincerely Yours, 

Dr. Duane Meighan 

Superintendent of Schools 
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